Introduction
Possession is a universal concept that describes a particular link between two entities. It can denote a set of relationships that range from strict ownership to more loose connections that are open to interpretations. At the semantic level, a major distinction has been established between alienable possession and inalienable possession. Alienable possession refers to relationships that are temporary or which can be ended freely such as ownership of material objects. In the case of inalienable possession the possessed entity is intrinsically linked to the possessor, as in the case of part-whole relations (e.g., body parts) or kinship relations. Languages, however, vary when it comes to what counts as alienable vs. inalienable possession (Heine 1997; Payne and Barshi 1999; Herslund and Baron 2001) . At the structural level, two major types of possessive structures exist. The first type, which is not the object of the current study, is predicative possession which uses verb forms to express the possessive link. The second type is attributive possession, also referred to as adnominal possession, which marks the possession in the noun phrase through different morphosyntactic structures.
Despite being such a common category, only a few studies have described change in the expression of possession in cases of language contact. Weinreich (1963) Much importance has been given to the value of the genitive exponent in showcasing the analytic nature of the dialects (Eksell Harning 1980), but also
